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Hello Everyone,
As always many thanks to all of you who continue to support your village hall, your contribution to
community events enables GVHET to support the Educational grants scheme and keep the hall running
on a self-sustaining basis, many thanks again
Our Macmillan coffee morning was a great success and raised £583.86, as many people requested this
will be an annual date for the diary
The Lunch club was launched in October and offered a 2-course lunch with tea or coffee for £3.00 for
the over 60’s or £5.00 for anyone else who would like to join us, the October launch was very well
attended and it will continue for the winter months with the Christmas event being on the 2nd
December, prior booking is required please and if there is anyone who would like to volunteer to help
staff the lunch you will be very welcome
Our monthly market now has a regular band of stall holders with a great range of products, the
November date is 18th and December 16th
Come and have a look it’s free entry, what’s not to like!
As always we will be hosting Mince pies and Mulled wine after the carol service at St Mary’s on
December 18th, tea and coffee will also be available for a suggested donation of £3.00 which is split
between GVHET and St Mary’s
From all the committee have a fantastic Christmas and a happy and healthy 2017
Helen Johnston
016973 21895
Or helj@talktalk.net

St Mary’s Church, Gilcrux
I hope you have all noticed the ramp for disabled access that the Parish Council and others have worked hard
to raise money and have built is now in place. This will be an enormous gain for the whole village not least in
providing graduated access to the Churchyard. I also want to thank the Church Council for its work arranging
for the Community Service Programme to cut the grass in the Churchyard. This they have done extremely well
and the Churchyard and Church are looking well cared for as a result. But we also need to remember that all
such works have a financial cost if we want things to be done and well maintained.
As we stand at the start of November and begin the dash to Christmas let me remind you of some key dates in
the Church’s calendar:
November 13th: Book of Common Prayer (BCP) Communion for Remembrance Sunday
November 27th: All Age for Advent
December 11th: Communion (BCP)
December 18th: Carol Service at 2.00pm followed by refreshments in the Village Hall
Christmas Eve: Christmas Communion (BCP) at 8.00pm.
January 8th: Communion (BCP)
January 22nd: All Age Christingle Service in support of the Children’s Society
Please note: Services are normally at 11.00am. Note the Carol Service is at 2.00pm and the Christmas Eve
Communion is at 8.00pm.
Everyone says that Christmas is for the children, but really Christmas is all about one particular child who was
born some 2,000 years ago. A child the authorities pushed around and even tried to kill the baby and whose
family were forced to flee to another country for safety. A child who grew up but was eventually killed by an
unholy alliance between the peoples of the world. But this child was a child from God. Who came in love and
who rewrote the relationship between ourselves, the world and God. So, come and join us this Christmas as we
retell the sorry of Christmas and as we celebrate the love of God for us and for all the world.
Yours in Christ

Tim Herbert

Hi Folks!
Hope you all had a lovely summer.
Christmas is soon upon us and that said we do have a couple of tables left for Christmas day ring or
call in for details.
We are also taking bookings for New Years Eve.
Our Christmas quiz is on Friday 9th December 9.15pm.
Food times over Christmas and New year:
Xmas eve Closed lunches 6-8.30pm
Xmas day BOOKINGS ONLY
Boxing day 12-2pm closed eve
27th 28th 29th 30th open as usual
31st closed lunches 6-8.30pm bookings advisable
1st January 12-2pm Sunday Roasts bookings advisable closed eve
BAR OPEN 1st January 12 till late £1.50 a pt. for real ale only.
CLOSED 2nd January for our annual break reopen Tuesday 31st January
We both would just like to wish all our regulars a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Hal and Andy

Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glanduliflora
The risks of introducing non-native species were not appreciated until long after 1839, when this plant arrived
in Britain. Unlike the better known and notorious Japanese Knotweed, or the toxic Giant Hogweed, the
attractive and scented Himalayan Balsam poses no direct threat to humans or buildings, so has spread far and
wide both by its own devices and unwitting human help. However, in the last twenty years or so it has made
its presence felt, proliferating along watercourses and dykes countrywide. Locally too Gilcrux has not escaped
this invasive non-native species.
It is a relative of the well-known ‘Busy Lizzie’, able to reach a height of 2 metres in a matter of a month or two,
making it probably the fastest growing plant of its kind countrywide. Flowering takes place between June and
October, each plant capable of producing up to 800 seeds which are expelled in an explosive manner in a
radius of up to twenty feet.
So, what is the problem? It tolerates low light levels and shades out other plants, creating dense monoculture
stands that impoverish habitat and biodiversity. It attracts pollinating bees in preference to native plants.
Along water courses following seasonal die back the large areas of bare earth that remain are vulnerable to
erosion, this in turn can lead to increased sedimentation of river beds and loss of fish spawning ground.
What can be done? On a local level they are easily pulled out before they set seed and left where they cannot
re-root, or properly composted. Seeds can persist for two years so care must be taken with the latter option.
Careful spraying with non-persistant herbicide is also effective. In West Cumbria group action has been taken
already for several years along the Derwent and other places to contain this plant.

Masons Arms
I'd like the village to know that we have open mic on the 10 Nov at 20:00. Every first Thursday of the
month at present.
Free nibbles on Christmas Eve
Seasonal Menu, available only if pre-booked and ordered. Starting 5 December to 20 December. Will suit
groups.
New Years disco on 31/12 DJ will be Greg Mason.
Sunday Dinner will commence from 20 November from 12:00 pm until it runs out.
Thank you.
Nadine Pickersgill

Public Consultations
Parishioners should be aware there are several public consultations underway now:Success Regime about the NHS in this area (including the removal of beds at Wigton and Maryport hospitals)
(WWW.successregimecumbria.nhs.uk)
Boundary Commission regarding the Wards for Allerdale Borough Council (WWW.lgbce.org.uk)
North West Coast Connections for the route of the new high power pylons
(WWW.northwestcoastconnections.com)
.

